Cataract surgery in patients with retinal disease.
Retinal disease and cataracts frequently are associated with one another. Cataract formation can occur following pars plana vitrectomy and pneumatic retinopexy. Conversely, cataract surgery may exacerbate existing retinal disease, such as diabetic retinopathy, macular degeneration, and uveitis. Finally, cataract surgery can lead to retinal disease de novo, such as cystoid macular edema. A review of the medical literature was performed for all articles published between August 1st, 2000 and July 31st, 2001 on the topic of cataract surgery in patients with retinal disease. The authors selected ten articles that were most relevant to the practicing ophthalmologist for inclusion in this review. Topics of interest included age related macular degeneration, retinal detachment, macular hole, diabetic retinopathy, uveitis, and cystoid macular edema.